
 

Traffic Signals for Visually Impaired  

 

  Sightlines  

Clients, Volunteers and Supporters  

Welcome to another issue 

of Sightlines ! Itôs so     

important for us to keep 

you abreast of all           

happenings within the 

Lackawanna Branch of the 

PA Association for the 

Blind. This time of          

economic  uncertainty has 

been particularly difficult for 

the non-profit sector of 

agencies. However,      

despite this, the         

Lackawanna Branch, PAB 

has forged ahead on many 

important and necessary 

programs designed to 

benefit our 400-plus blind 

and  visually impaired  

clients and the screening 

and education of 4,000     

children and adults in the 

Lackawanna County. From 

our annual picnic and  

barbeque this past July at 

Nay Aug Park in Scranton, 

to our bi-monthly shopping 

trips to WalMart, we are 

always striving to serve 

our clients in the manner 

they deserve. We continue 

to provide optimum oppor-

tunities which only serve to 

better the lives of our        

clients, such as the PELL 

Radio Reading  Program 

which we offer in conjunc-

tion with The University of 

Scranton. This program 

presents ten hours of  

programming designed       

especially for our blind     

and visually impaired          

individuals between the hours 

of 8 and 10 a.m., Monday 

through Friday on WUSR, 

Channel 99.5 FM. The Times

-Tribune will be read and    

topics include local news, 

sports and agency informa-

tion. This broadcast may also 

be heard on Comcast    

Channel 21 on your                    

television as well as on the 

internet www.scranton.edu  

Additionally, our van shuttle 

service is able to transport a 

maximum of 11 clients to and 

from their various activities. 

The PABôs Arts and Crafts 

Class is the highlight of many 

of our clientsô week and        

allows them to be creative as  
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well as offers a much-needed 

social integration and          

camaraderie among the         

clients. Execution of these  

programs would be difficult  

without our office staff,         

volunteers and our vast array of 

supporters. Read on to           

discover all the new and      

exciting things that are        

happening within the         

Lackawanna Branch, PAB.  

Thank you to everyone       

involved with the Lackawanna 

Branch, PAB. Without your  

support, none of this would  be 

possible. 

Sincerely,                           

Mary Lou Wascavich        

Executive Director  

Clients and staff members of The Lackawanna Branch PA Association for the 
Blind recently met with Bob Stone from Traffic Planning & Design, Inc. & Tom 
Pichiarella from PennDOT to discuss the traffic signals in Scrantonôs Central Busi-
ness District and the need for Accessible Pedestrian Signals for the visually im-
paired. A study will be conducted in order to ascertain the necessity of such sig-
nals as well as specific placement.                                                                      
Pictured seated left to right : Marion Beddoe-Iobst and Janice Hargick, clients of 
the agency. Standing left to right : Bob Stone, Traffic Planning & Design, Inc.,          
Mary Lou Wascavich Executive Director, Wendy McDonnell, client, and           
Shawnna Armstrong, caseworker. 

 The mission of the Lackawanna Branch, Pennsylvania Association for the Blind is to support and promote the interests of the 
blind, visually impaired and the prevention of avoidable blindness throughout Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.  

Contact us at 228 Adams Avenue, Scranton, PA   18503   570 -342-7613    www.lackawannablind.org  

 
  

The Lackawanna Branch,      
Pennsylvania Association 
for the Blind was recently 

awarded the  
Organization of the Year 

award presented to them by 
the Scranton-Lackawanna 

Human Development Agency 
of Head Start. This honor was 

awarded for  
ñOutstanding Service to  

Children, Parents and Staff 
of Head Startò.  

 
The Lackawanna Branch, 

PAB is instrumental in offering 
free vision screenings to   
children involved in the  

Head Start organization. 
 

Anne Lawler, Coordinator of 
Services for Prevention of 

Blindness and  
Mary Lou Wascavich, 

Executive Director accepted 
the award on behalf  

of the agency.  
 

PAB NEWS  
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   Volunteer Spotlight...Betty Kenny  

By the Numbers  

Are you curious as to what programs the donations and funding procured by the 

Lackawanna Branch, PAB are dispersed to each year? Here is a current            

breakdown of where those dollars have been spent during the 2009/2010              

fiscal year :  

1763  children at 59 sites screened for visual problems 

529 adults at 34 sites that were screened for vision problems 

1321 children at 34 sites learned about eye care and safety 

655 adults at 16 sites were educated about eye care and safety 

2899  third graders participated in the Magic World of Vision series 

209 individuals received assistance through our Eye Care Program 

166 sessions of social activities had a total of 232 clients served 

468 sessions of client support services were provided to clients 

97 referrals to 89 people 

972 vision aids distributed to 572 clients/individuals 
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Everyone needs a calendar, and the large print PAB Calendars are here and ready for  
distribution! You can obtain a calendar simply by calling our office at 342-7613.  
We ask for a $3.00 donation in order to offset printing costs, although any donation offered will 
be gratefully accepted.  
The theme of the 2011 calendar is music.  
Grab a calendar and start organizing your dates today! 
 
 

 

One of our most important volunteers at the Lackawanna Branch of the PA Association for the Blind,             

Mrs. Betty Kenny , has been our Arts and Crafts Instructor for the past 6 1/2 years. Betty began her service 

with PAB as a ñhelperò just once a month. The need for her expertise was great, and moving forward, Betty 

graciously offered her services every Tuesday and Friday at the center.   

Betty works hard to determine what the perfect craft item might be each week for our clients. Because some of her students are 

blind and others are visually impaired, it is important to choose items that satisfy the needs of everyone. She concentrates on   

materials that are larger in size and shape and that can be manipulated easily. She tries to offer those crafts with a seasonal flair, 

as well. This month, for example, Betty has her students crafting small stuffed pumpkins which will be affixed to a larger door 

wreath. The object of the assignments is that the clients should be able to complete the  project with a minimum of assistance. 

Betty is a resident of Scott Township, where she resides with her Springer Spaniel named ñQò. She has three children,              

eight grandchildren and six great grandchildren. She is as busy outside of her volunteer position as she is in it! Betty is an avid 

reader, favoring the new Kindle, an electronic book-loading system. She knits quite a bit and actually produces beautiful knit caps 

that are sent to various Philadelphia hospitals and are given to children with cancer. And, if that werenôt enough, Betty finds time to 

attend an exercise class three days a week in addition to her volunteer duties. 

We are so fortunate to have Betty Kenny as a hugely important part of the volunteer PAB Family.                                                                      

And our clients would agree, as well. 

2011 PAB CALENDARS ARE HERE  

Members of the Scranton Lions Club 
recently presented a check for 

$10,000., raised from their  
Annual Dream Game , to Mary Lou 

Wascavich,  Executive Director, 
Lackawanna PAB. This money will be 
used for the Agencyôs Prevention of 
Blindness  Program and the Visual 

Support  Center. Standing left to right:             
Scott Hiller, Dave Rudis,   

Mary Lou Wascavich,  John Mesko,                       
Gary Lavelle and Joe Manley. 

Scranton Lions Dream game  

 



Fall Trip  

Itôs hard to resist petting a cute, floppy-eared dog when 

you see one. But if you see a dog curled-up under a restaurant table or 

walking alongside a person who is blind or visually  impaired, what do you 

do? Weôd like to offer some basic guidelines you may follow should you 

ever encounter such a situation. 

Donôt touch, pet, talk to or otherwise distract the dog while they are wear-

ing their harness. A guide dog is a highly trained dog that acts as a mobility 

aid  to the blind and visually impaired owner. When a dog is wearing a 

harness, they are ñon dutyò and must concentrate for the safety of their 

owner. 

Donôt attempt to grab or steer the person while the dog is guiding. Also, 

never grab the dogôs harness or give it a command. A dog or his owner 

may be in an unfamiliar situation that requires their full attention. Grabbing 

a harness or leash can confuse them. The handler will give his dog         

commands when necessary and will ask for assistance if needed. 

Do not walk on the dogôs left side. Walking on the guide dogôs left side may 

distract or confuse the dog. Instead, walk on the handlerôs right side and 

several paces behind him or her. 

Speak to the owner, not the dog. Many handlers enjoy introducing their 

guide dogs. Both owner and dog go through specific training to work as a 

team and tend to nurture a very strong companionship. Ask the handler 

before you pet the dog and if they say yes, itôs important to stroke the dog 

on the shoulder and not the head. 

Guide dogs are the guiding eyes for people who are blind and visually  

impaired and you can expect to see them in as many public places as they 

are allowed. So the next time you see those ñsimply irresistibleò puppy dog 

eyes looking at you, please follow these guidelines and you will insure and 

respect the safety of both the handler and the dog. 

 2010 Fundraising Activities  
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In Honor/Memory  of      
 
 
 

From: 
____________________ 

This holiday season, why not do  
something extra-special? Consider making 
a monetary tribute to someone in your life 

who has touched you in some way, or 
made an impact in your life. Your             

generous gift will make an enormous         
difference in the lives of our blind and  

visually impaired clients. Simply remove 
the attached Gifting Ornament ,  

personalize with your information,  
(circle choice of a gift in ñhonor ofò or  

ñin memory ofò), cut-out the accompanying 
form, located next to the ornament and 

send everything with your  
donation in the enclosed envelope. 

We will hang your special ornament on our 
Sight Giving Tree within our front lobby. 
Stop by to visit and see your ornament! 

 
Please accept my gift of $_________ 
which will be displayed on the     
Sight Giving Tree this holiday  

season. 
 
Check____   Money Order____ 
 
 
 
NAME_______________________ 
 
ADDRESS___________________ 
 
CITY________________________ 
 
STATE_______ZIP_______ 
 
PHONE___________________ 

Thank you so much to the numerous donors, 
volunteers and supporters who generously    
enable us to enrich the lives of our blind and 
visually impaired neighbors during the 2010 
fiscal year: 
 
81st Annual Friends of the Blind 
Helen Keller Day   $21,600 
26th Annual Swing for Sight $28,100 
76th Annual Scranton Lions 
Dream Game   $10,000 
Memorial Donations  $  3,300 
 

A Season of giving  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our recent Annual Fall Trip, which took place October 21st, 
began with a delicious lunch at the Water Gap Diner.    
Following lunch, our clients visited The Country Kettle 
Candy Outlet & Gift Shop. This was a great way to kick-off 
the crisp autumn season this year. 
 
Front Row: Standing l to r: Jimmy McLain, client; Mary Lou 
Wascavich, Executive Director, Ann Marie Rinaldi,           
Rose Zera, Jean Peters, Sandy Formica, clients;          
Shawnna Armstrong, case worker. 
Standing, l to r: Wally Koch, Scott Davis, clients;              
Bill Lavelle, van driver; Janice Hargick, Paul Smith,            
Frank Beam, Richard Green, clients. 

�6�L�P�S�O�\���,�U�U�H�V�L�V�W�L�E�O�H�«�������������� 

Proper Guide Dog Etiquette  


