BLIND ASSOCIATION EARNS ACCREDITATION

The Lackawanna Branch, PA Association for the Blind (PAB) was awarded full accreditation in December, 2009 by the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving People with Blindness or Visual Impairment (NAC). 
 
Based in Ohio, the NAC is the only organization in the United States that exclusively accredits schools, agencies, and programs serving people who have visual impairments. 

 

After a lengthy self-study by the PAB, a NAC representative conducted an on-site inspection of physical facilities and a review of written policies and supporting documentation.  He also interviewed clients, employees and board members.

There are several benefits to being an accredited agency, according to PAB Executive Director Mary Lou Wascavich.  “The primary benefit of accreditation is that it ensures our clients, potential clients, and funders that the PAB operates at a very high standard,” she said. “In addition, the NAC guidelines promote effective, sound and publicly accountable practices that assure consistent and high quality practices.”

Jeffrey E. McLaughlin, Chairman of the PAB Board of Directors, commented, “This is the first time we have applied to NAC so earning a five- year accreditation, the longest term available, is a significant accomplishment and attests to the quality and dedication of our employees and volunteers in their service to the visually impaired.”

